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“The Fatality of Loving Sin” 
1 John 2:15-17 Sermon Outline  

This sermon was preached first at Ohio Valley Baptist Church, then preached at FBC Barlow, and finally 

preached at Wice Memorial Baptist Church for revival.  

Introduction 
 Moving from Texas to Illinois 

 A great moving in the Christian life (John 5:24; 2 Cor. 5:17; Col. 1:13). 

 It’s a fatality to continue loving sin—that’s why John writes this passage. 

 It’s a Christian struggle (Rom. 6:1-2; Galatians 5:16-17); he was writing to loyal 

Christians (1 John 2:12-14), who loved fellowship with one another and with 

God—but does not hesitate to say to even them: “Do not love the world!” 

I. The Exhortation: Do Not Love the World (v. 15a) 
 In the Greek, the command is not casual it is urgent—deathly urgent; of vital 

importance. It is a prohibition. 

 The rest of the passage is John’s argument for why we shouldn’t love the 

world. 

 What does he mean by “world?” This is what he’s commanding his readers 

against. 

o Not the people of the world—that would be contrary to Christ’s teaching 

(Matt. 22:39; Mark 12:31; even our enemies Matt. 5:44). 

o He means here worldly pleasures; sinful attractions; those attitudes 

and values which are opposed to God.  

 John says “Do not love sin”—do not love those attitudes and attractions that 

are ungodly. 

 The word “love” in Greek is agapate, which means “to delight in.” Often times 

this word carries a negative sense to it (Luke 11:43; John 3:19). This is not a 

good love; this love is to be avoided; this is the love which God hates. 

 Application: This is a command to be obeyed. Let us be doers (James 1:23); 

God is warning us against the fatality of loving sin. If we do love the world, God 

grants victory—through surrender and allowing Him full control (Rom. 7:24). 

 Transition: I. The Exhortation, but why?  
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II. The 1st Reason: Love for the World is Incompatible with Love for 

God (v. 15b) 

 John is saying, “Do not love the world (sin), because you cannot love God fully 

at the same time.” The impossibility is not that you cannot love sin, that’s possible; the 

impossibility is that you cannot have true love for God and love for sin at the same time.  

 John presents a scenario here: “If anyone loves the world . . .” If that’s 

possibility for that to happen, who may be the one John is describing? The 

person who doesn’t have the love of the Father.  

 What is meant by this striking statement? 

o He doesn’t mean God’s love for the believer; God’s love isn’t based on 

whether you love the world or not—His love is based on Himself; His 

love endures forever. 

o He is talking about the believer’s love for God. “Do not love the world, because 

if you do, the love of the Father is not in you!” 

o This could be us—don’t quickly dismiss this as not applying to you (1 Cor. 

10:12) 

o Either your love for the world will push out love for God, or your love 

for God will push out love for the world. If your love for God has 

grown cold, you’ve allowed other temporary things to creep in and 

choke your love for God. You’ve been settling for less at the floor of the 

world. 

 Love for God is incompatible with love for sin/ “the world.” If we are delighting 

in sin, James has an interesting warning for us (James 4:4). He is saying that if 

we love the world, we place ourselves into the category of God-haters who are 

His enemies. It’s a fatality.  

 One of two categories: You’ve allowed the world to water down your love for 

God; Your love for God is so fiery hot that it has evaporated your love for the 

world. 

 Application: We must hate sin. Charles H. Spurgeon, “Thou hast good reason to 

“hate evil,” for only consider what harm it has already wrought the. Oh, what a 

world of mischief sin has brought into thy heart!” If you’re loving sin, then 

you’re not loving God like you should be. But you can, by God’s grace. You can, 

by God’s power, overcome your love for the world. Depend on Him—grow 

your love for Him so that it stomps your love for sin into the cold, hard 

ground. 

 Transition: I. The Exhortation, II. The First Reason . . . 
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III. The 2nd Reason: All that is in the World Originates from the 

World (v. 16) 
 All that is in the world, it’s sinful desires and pleasures—do not have their 

origin from God, but from the world. Don’t love the world’s pleasures because 

they are not from God (James 1:17). 

 Once again, John doesn’t mean the people of the world and is not denying that 

creation proceeds from God alone—but again, he’s not talking about God’s 

creation; he spells out what he means by “all that is in the world” by this three-

fold list: 

1. “the desires of the flesh” 

 Gk. word for “desire” is epithymia. Used 38 times in the NT, only 

3 times positively. Like the word “love” it is used mainly in a 

negative sense (See Col. 3:5; James 1:14-15; 2 Pet. 1:4) 

 John is referring here, then, to the sinful desires of the flesh. Our 

flesh is still sinful—we have been born with a naturally rebellious 

nature being descendants of Adam. 

 We are ruled by our desires—they determine our every choice. If 

they didn’t, our choices would be random/by chance. At the 

moment of decision, our strongest desire determines our choice. 

ILLUSTRATION: Food Conflict at Wendy’s 

 That’s why it’s so important to have a stronger desire for God than 

for the world! Because if you are desiring God, then the things 

you do and the choices you make will be determined by that 

desire for God. Paul says in Galatians that those who are in Christ 

have “crucified the flesh with its passions and desires” (Gal. 5:24). 

 But it must be crucified daily! Fight sin and evil desire—replace those 

desires for sin with a wholehearted worship and white-hot passion 

for God. 

2. “the desires of the eyes” 

 The naming of this next carries great significance, because what 

you desire with your eyes is what you will desire with your flesh. 

The eyes are the entry point to the desires of the flesh. John says 

that this does not originate with God. 

 Two statements from Jesus about the eyes (Matt. 6:22-23; 18:9). 

 ILLUSTRATION: Asbestos—Enchanting But Deadly (p. 125 in 

1001 Illustrations, Larson) 
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 The good news is that through God’s power and grace, we can 

keep our eyes under control and identify with David in Psalm 

101:3. 

3. “the pride of life” 

 Pride is the chief sin. John is referring to it here as boasting and 

arrogance because of what you’ve done or what you have on this 

earth.  

 Pride is a most damnable sin, because it says to God, “I don’t 

need You.” And the reality is that God upholds the universe by 

the word of His power (Heb. 1:3) 

 Pride, then, looks around at all you have and gives you credit for it. 

 Application: John has named three things that originate from the world and 

gives this as his second reason for why not to love the world. They don’t come 

from God. Are you desiring God or desiring the things of the flesh, the eyes, and the pride 

of life? Surrender those desires to God, and give Him all the room He needs to 

work to overcome those desires. “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 

body, to make you obey its passions (Rom. 6:12). 

 Transition: I. The Exhortation, II. The 1st Reason, III. The 2nd Reason . . . 

IV. The 3rd Reason: The World is Passing Away (v. 17a) 
 Already, John has written that the world is passing away because of the coming 

of Jesus (1 John 2:8). 

 Because of all that has been set in motion by the coming of Jesus Christ, the 

world is passing away and its days are numbered (1 Cor. 7:31). 

 There is not future in worldliness (Matt. 6:19-21). 

 But further, there are two ways in which the world is passing away: 

1. Temporary by Nature 

 What the world offers is temporary. If sin is temporary, then it 

only satisfies temporarily.  

 Solomon’s wisdom (Eccl. 5:10); “the fleeting pleasures of sin” 

(Heb. 11:25); “they have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin” (2 

Pet. 2:14). 

2. Consummation 

 Col. 1:20—God’s ultimate plan of reconciliation for the cursed 

universe. 

 It will one day be made new and all that is material or contrary to 

God will waste away (See 2 Pet. 3:13). 

 It is pointless to delight in sin because it will waste away. 
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 ILLUSTRATION: Losing Everything by Chasing After Nothing 

 Application: Don’t waste your life by chasing after sin—one day it will be no 

more. Paul says that Jesus died to “deliver us from the present evil age,” (Gal. 

1:4), so “do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal 

of your mind” (Rom. 12:2). 

 Transition: I. The Exhortation, II. The 1st Reason, III. The 2nd Reason, IV. 

The 3rd Reason. . . 

V. The 4th Reason: Whoever Does God’s Will Abides Forever (v. 17b) 
 This is the climax of the passage. He turns it all around and says, “but whoever 

does the will of God abides forever.” 

 John is saying, “There may be some of you who love the world . . . but the 

good news is that whoever does the will of God abides forever.” This is the hope.  

 In contrast to the person John has been describing, the person who does God’s 

will abides forever. 

 Who is that person John is describing? Who can overcome the world? John 

asks the same question, and gives the answer (1 John 5:5). 

 If you’re a believer, you’ve got something the world doesn’t: God for you, God 

with you, God in you, etc. The chief difference between you and the unsaved is 

in 1 John 5:19. Satan doesn’t care about the unsaved, it’s you he is after. 

 Doing God’s will can bring you the enjoyment that you are looking for—and 

when that joy grows from doing God’s will, it trumps over your desire for sin. 

 ILLUSTRATION: Bryant Gumbel’s Love for Golf 

 Application: If you’ve never known the joys of serving God by doing His will, 

then it’s no wonder you keep returning to sin for fulfillment. You will continue 

to keep returning to the same sins until you recklessly abandon everything that 

is keeping you from being “all in,” for God. If you’ve never been so permeated 

by God’s power and presence, pushing all the limits, getting everything out of 

the way—then you will keep returning to sin for temporary thrills. Doing 

God’s will can bring you everlasting enjoyment. 

Conclusion 
We’ve seen the love which God hates. It’s a fatality to love sin because you cannot 

fully love God at the same time. It’s a fatality to love sin because sinful desires don’t 

come from God—they are not good. It’s a fatality to love sin because the world is 

passing away. It’s a fatality to love sin because the one who does God’s will is 

promised eternal life.  
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Are you loving the world/sin? If you are, God can forgive you, cleanse you, and make you 

whole. Run to Him and He will welcome you with open arms and a sweet embrace. 

He can and will give you a greater desire for Him if only you will pursue it with all 

your heart. 


